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LOVE, LOSS, AND LAUSTIC
Cayenne Evensen
MARIE DE FRANCE
• Originally from France, lived in England under Henry II
• Nun, Abbess, or Lady
• Familiarity with Ovid
• Contemporary of Chrétien de Troyes
THE POWER OF RETELLINGS AND 
INTERPRETATIONS
• Survival of myths and tragedies
• Fascination with ancient civilizations
LAUSTIC
• Two knights of Saint Malo
• Wooing of the lady
• An emotional affair
• The death of the nightingale
THE KNIGHTS AND THE LADY
• Close friends
• Of similar standing in Saint Malo
• Physical Proximity
• Character, public and private
• Sweet, gracious, pretty, and 
fashionable
• Marriage and wooing
• Character, public and private
PYRAMUS AND 
THISBE
• The garden wall
• Love forbidden by parents
• Desperation and passion
• Tragic demise





• Revenge and wrath
• Punishment and guilt
• The slaughter of inoccents
• Representation of love
• Distributor of guilt
• The knight’s reliquary
• Speech and silence
• Frivolity in courtly affairs
• Wrath, selfishness, and jealousy
• The fate of Marie’s trio
• Compare to Eliduc
THE NIGHTINGALE AND SOCIAL 
COMMENTARY
WORKS CITED
• Hamilton, Edith. “Eight Brief Tales of Lovers.” Mythology, Back Bay Books/Little, Brown and Company, 
2013, pp. 133–136.
• Mason, Eugene, and Marie De France. The Lay of the Nightingale. French Medieval Romances From the 
Lays of Marie De France, Project Gutenburg, 2004, pp. 221–233.
• Murray, K. Sarah-Jane. Marie De France, Ethicist: Questioning Courtly Love in Laustic. The University 
of Chicago, 2011.
• Reni, Guido, and Vincezio Vangelisty. The Suicides of Pyramus and Thisbe: Pyramus and Thisbe Lying. 
Paris.
• Tuffrau, Paul, translator. 1974. “Le Laustic.” Les Lais De Marie De France, by Marie De France, pp. 1–6.
